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 A SAINT FOR OUR TIMES 

ALL SAINTS 
VIGIL OF ALL SAINTS                                         OCTOBER 31ST 

The Christian attitude towards the 

death of martyrs is first exemplified 

in the New Testament, which rec-

ords that after the beheading of St. 

John the Baptist, his disciples re-

spectfully buried him. Stephen was 

likewise "given a Christian burial by 

his fellow-Christians after he had 

been stoned to death by a mob." 

Two of the Post-Nicene Fathers,  
Ephrem the Syrian, as well as John 

Chrysostom, both wrote about the 

importance of honoring the dead; 

the theologian Herman Heuser 

writes that in the early Church, the 

feast days of the martyrs were local 

observances, with churches being 

built on those sites where their 

blood was shed. Frances Stewart 

Mossier explains that this changed 

during the persecution of Christians 

in the Roman Empire, saying that:  

This arrangement worked very well 

at first, but soon there were more 

martyrs than there were days in the 

year, and so one day was set apart in 

honor of them all, and called All 

Saints' Day. This took place about 

the year A.D. 610. The day of the 

year on which the festival first oc-

curred was May 1 and it was not till 

two hundred years after that it was 

changed to Nov. 1, the day we now 

observe. The Christians of those 

times were in the habit of spending 

the night before All Saints' Day in 

thinking over the good and helpful 

lives of those in whose honor the 

day was kept and in praying that they 

might be like them. Services were 

held in the churches, and candles and 

incense burned before the pictures 

and statues of the saints. It was to 

them one of the holiest, most signifi-

cant days of all the year. 

Following the establishment of All 

Hallows' Day and its vigil, All Hal-

lows' Eve in the 8th century A.D. 

Odilo of Cluny popularized the day 

to pray for All Souls, forming the 

third day of the triduum of Allhal-

lowtide. The octave of Allhallowtide, 

lasting "eight days was established by 

Pope Sixtus IV in 1430 for the whole 

Western Church." The octave, how-

ever was eliminated in the 1955 

reforms of the Catholic Church, 

although it continues to be observed 

by many Anglicans. In the United 

Kingdom, the Church of England, 

mother church of the Anglican Com-

munion, extended All Saints-tide to 

include Remembrance Sunday in the 

20th century. 
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 WHAT IS ‘YOM KIPPUR’? - October 9th 

Yom Kippur also known as the Day of Atonement, is 

the holiest day of the year in Judaism. Its central themes are 
atonement and repentance.  Jews traditionally observe this 

holy day with an approximate 25-hour period of fasting and 

intensive prayer, often spending most of the day in syna-

gogue services. As one of the most culturally significant Jew-

ish holidays, Yom Kippur is observed by many secular Jews 

who may not observe other holidays.  
 

St. Nicholas will observe this day on October 9th at 7PM in the 

chapel by reading Evening Prayer, reciting the Great Litany and 

celebrating Holy Communion.  All are welcome. 



Does the Left Hope to Destroy Christianity by Changing It? 

September 15, 2019 

By Bill Thomas 

The United States "is a Christian nation." These 

words seem shocking today, but they were part 

of the 1892 Supreme Court decision in Church 

of the Holy Trinity v. United States. They were 

penned by Justice David J. Brewer as he wrote 

for the majority. 

President Harry Truman once said, "We must 

never forget that this country was founded by 

men who came to these shores to worship God 

as they pleased. Catholics, Jews, and 

Protestants, all came here for this great pur-

pose. They did not come here to do as they 

pleased — but to worship God as they pleased, 

and that is an important distinction." 

Historically, worshiping God has not been a 

partisan issue in the United States. It was gener-

ally taught across this land that our nation was 

founded by those who sought freedom to wor-

ship as they chose and who built what we now 

call a Judeo-Christian heritage. 

Mark David Hall of the Heritage Foundation 

wrote in 2011, "My contention is merely that 

orthodox Christianity had a very significant 

influence on America's Founders and that this 

influence is often overlooked by students of the 

American Founding." 

Now, though, a simple search of the phrase 

"Judeo-Christian" will elicit multiple articles 

declaring that the phrase is meaningless and 

outdated. As frustrating as that is, what's more 

appalling is the Left's desire to erode our coun-

try's Judeo-Christian foundation and to mini-

mize the influence of the Christian faith. 

The Left's assault of the Christian faith is three-

pronged. First, leftists seek to redefine what it 

means to be a Christian. Next, they seek to 

silence Christian voices in the arena of public 

discussion. Third, they want to elevate the ideas 

of non-Christians to change traditional thinking. 

Hard to believe, but let's look. 

The Left wants to change the way culture sees 

Christianity. We see it on several fronts. The 

Left wants to divide the church about what is 

right and wrong. The United Methodists are 

ready to split on the issue of same-sex 

"marriage." There's a push among a small but 

loud faction of liberal voices that declare them-

selves "exvangelicals," who resist the church's 

stance of LGBT issues and abortion but want to 

retain and redefine what it means to be a Chris-

tian in 2019. 

In redefining Christianity, they want to shift the 

emphasis from a changed life to doing what they 

define as societal good. Presidential candidate 

Mayor Pete Buttigieg (D) of South Bend, Ind. is 

attempting to put a new spin on the "old time 

religion.” Kirsten Powers writes, "Does the 

country need an awakening of the Christian left? 

Presidential hopeful Pete Buttigieg thinks so.” In 

Buttigieg’s’ understanding of the Christian faith, 

since Jesus never specifically mentioned abor-

tion, so we shouldn’t spend so much time on it.  

In his view, most of Scripture points to 

"defending the poor, and the immigrant, and the 

stranger, and the prisoner, and the outcast, and 

those who are left behind by the way society 

works."  

Buttigieg, as a gay man, is a staunch supporter of 

LGBT rights and thinks the church's view on 

them should change. For Mayor Pete and those 

who think as he does, Christianity is about not 

transformed lives, but rather a social gospel and 

agenda. As the left redefines what Christianity 

is, it also wants to shame and silence those who 

are Christians. Curtis Wong, in a Huffington 

Post column, wrote, "New Orleans Saints quar-

terback Drew Brees faced a barrage of criticism 

this week after appearing in a video promoting 

an event organized by an evangelical Christian 

group known for its anti-LGBTQ stance." Wong 

continued, "Brees partnered with Focus on the 

Family to promote 'Bring Your Bible to School 

Day,' now in its sixth year and slated for Oct. 3. 

The athlete encouraged students to 'share 

God's love with friends' in a 22-second video." 

The "barrage of criticism" Wong mentions was 

more like a hate-storm. Newspaper columns, 

tweets, and blog posts blasted the Saints quar-

terback for speaking out for a Focus on the 

Family event that encouraged students to bring 

their Bibles to school. That was it. There was 

no hidden agenda, nothing about any other so-

cial issue. Just bring your Bible to school. The 

Left, though, has no tolerance for Focus on the 

Family, whom leftists describe, as Wong did, as 

"anti-LGBTQ." So anything Focus on the Family 

does is inherently evil, and those who work 

with or for it must be shamed and silenced. 

When Focus on the Family's president, Jim Daly, 

defended Brees, he rightly spoke of how the 

Left views any disagreement as hate. Patheos, an 

atheist website, responded, "Daly treats his 

critics as people unable to handle a different 

opinion. That's a complete lie. That's a Christian 

lie. A difference of opinions might accurately 

describe which baseball team will win the 

World Series or whether a movie is really as 

good as people say. Whether or not LGBTQ 

people deserve civil rights is not about a differ-

ence of opinions. Rejecting their humanity isn't 

showing respect." It's hard to see how opposing 

the attempted redefinition of marriage is deny-

ing anyone's humanity, but that's not the issue. 

It's about shaming and silencing those who think 

differently. 

As they seek to redefine the Christian faith and 

silence those who hold to a traditional or his-

toric view, they seek to minimize Christianity's 

voice in the public arena. 

On August 24, 2019, the Democratic National 

Committee passed a resolution that celebrates 

the role of non-Christians in the Democratic 

Party while attacking those who adhere to what 

the Bible teaches. 

The Democrats and those on the Left believe 

that the number of those who classify them-

selves as having no faith is growing, and they 

seem to like it. They also acknowledge that this 

is a group that overwhelmingly agrees with the 

Democrats' beliefs on same-sex "marriage" and 

open borders. The Democrats seem proud that 

their plan for America cannot be connected 

with traditional Christianity. 

The resolution also asserts, without supporting 

evidence, that the non-Christians have been 

subject to bias and exclusion in American socie-

ty, especially in policymaking. The intent of this 

part is not to address acts of bias against peo-

ple. There aren't any. It's an attempt to unwind 

the Judeo-Christian heritage upon which this 

nation was built. The Democrats of 2019 be-

lieve that America has had too much God, 

Christianity, and faith in her history. The Demo-

crats want to unravel that by emphasizing 

worldviews that do not put God at the center. 

Remaking Christianity seems to be part of the 

Left's plan to remake America. Kind of sheds a 

new light on 2020. 

 

From The American Thinker.com 



PHOTOS FROM OUR SISTER CHURCH IN INDONESIA-  VIA  -FR. JIM LONG 

THE 

BACK PAGE 
     ANGLICAN CHURCH OF SAINT NICHOLAS NEWSLETTER         

EASTER  VIGIL 
AT  

HOLY CROSS 

CHURCH 
ON  

HOLY SATURDAY 

 APRIL 15th 

 8 PM 



October 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

  TAI CHI 7PM 

 HC 

S. FRANCIS  

OF ASSISI 

7PM TAI CHI 7PM   

 

 

HC   SN   9:15AM  TOPS 5:30 PM TAI CHI 7PM 

 HC 

DAY OF  

ATONEMENT’ 

‘YOM KIPPUR’ 

7PM TAI CHI 7PM   

DEACON  

COIR VISITS 

HC  SN   9:15 AM TOPS 5:30 PM TAI CHI 7PM 

HC 

S. LUKE THE  

EVANGELIST 

7PM TAI CHI 7PM   

HC  SN   9:15 AM TOPS 5:30 PM TAI CHI 7PM 

HC 

S. JAMES OF  

JERUSALEM 

7PM TAI CHI 7PM L  

HC  SN   9:15 AM TOPS 5:30 PM  TAI CHI 7PM 

 HC 

VIGIL OF  

ALL SAINTS 

(Transferred) 

7PM TAI CHI 7PM   

We are on the web at www.anglicanchurchofsaintnicholas.org 

SAINT NICHOLAS 

A Church of the Continuing Anglican Movement 
 

 

539 Main Street               Phone: 716-804-2615 
West Seneca, NY 14224 info@anglicanchurchofsaintnicholas.org 


