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WE ARE OPEN 

• 9:15 AM SUNDAYS 

• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAYS 

• MUSIC & CHOIR 

• COFFEE HOUR 

• ADA ACCESSIBLE 

PLEASE JOIN US 

539 MAIN STREET 

WEST SENECA, NY 14224 
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Rector-Emeritus 
 

 

Mr. Don Bliss 
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Wardens 

Ms. Jan Millard 

Mr. Jim Siebold  

 

Vestry 

Mr. Don Bliss 

Mr. Matt Gilbert 

Mr. Werner Funkenhauser    

 

 

 

 

 

ST.  NICHOLAS 

CHURCH . . .. . 

  A   

FIRST CENTURY 

CHURCH  

FOR  

21st CENTURY  

PEOPLE 

MARGARET OF SCOTLAND 
CHRISTIAN WOMAN, MOTHER AND QUEEN                NOVEMBER 16, 1093 

    

 A SAINT FOR OUR TIMES 

Margaret was an English princess. 

She and her mother sailed to Scot-

land to escape from the king who 

had conquered their land. King 

Malcolm of Scotland welcomed 

them and fell in love with the beau-

tiful princess. Margaret and Mal-

colm were married before too 

long. 

As Queen, Margaret changed her 

husband and the country for the 

better. Malcolm was good, but he 

and his court were very rough. 

When he saw how wise his beloved 

wife was, he listened to her good 

advice. She softened his temper and 

led him to practice great virtue. She 

made the court beautiful and civi-

lized. Soon all the princes had bet-

ter manners, and the ladies copied 
her purity and devotion. The king 

and queen gave wonderful example 

to everyone by the way they 

prayed together and fed crowds of 

poor people with their own hands. 

They seemed to have only one 

desire: to make everyone happy 

and good. 

Margaret was a blessing for all the 

people of Scotland. Before she 

came, there was great ignorance 

and many bad habits among them. 

Margaret worked hard to obtain 

good teachers, to correct the evil 

practices, and to have new church-

es built. She loved to make these 

churches beautiful for God's glory, 

and she embroidered the priest's 

vestments herself. 

God sent this holy Queen six sons 

and two daughters. She loved them 

dearly and raised them well. The 

youngest boy became St. David. But 

Margaret had sorrows, too. In her 
last illness, she learned that both 

her husband and her son, Edward, 

had been killed in battle. Yet she 

prayed: "I thank You, Almighty 

God, for sending me so great a 

sorrow to purify me from my sins." 

Let us take this saintly Queen for 

our example. While we do our 

duties, let us keep in mind the joys 

that God will give us in Heaven. 

Her feast day is November 16th. 

    

NEWS AND EVENTS   

 BISHOP VISIT  

December 5 & 6 

The Most Reverend Brian R. 

Marsh, Bishop Ordinary of 

the Diocese of the North-

east and of the Anglican 

Church in America joins us 

on December 5th—6th for 

his annual visit.  Coinci-

dentally this date marks St. 

Nicholas 13th anniversary 

founding as a church and 

also Bishop Marsh’s 13th 

anniversary of ordination as 

a priest in God’s, One, Holy, 

Catholic, Apostolic Church. 

Please join us on Saturday 

December 5th at 4 PM for a 

String Concert performed 

by the Allegro Strings whose 

Cellist is one of our own, 

Jim Pace.  This year there 

will only be 50 people 

permitted for this even 

due to COVID re-

strictions.  Attendees 

will still need to wear 

masks and keep social 

distance from non-family 

members.  An abbreviat-

ed reception will follow 

with desserts and cof-

fee—all provided under 

state guidelines.  Let us hope 

and pray that this pandemic 

will end soon and that we 

can go back to normal 

(whatever that was). 



An Election Day Prayer 

An Election Day Prayer 

Dr. Daniel Dreisbach 

https://tifwe.org/an-election-day-prayer/ 

November 3, 2016 

The Bible instructs Christians to obey, honor, and 

give tribute to those whom God has placed in 

positions of authority (Rom. 13: 1-7, Matt. 22:21). 

Believers are further exhorted to pray for "kings" 

and all those in authority (1 Tim. 2:1-3). 

 

In a system of republican self-government, in 

which political authority is derived from the peo-

ple, Christian citizens should also pray for them-

selves. The Bible, in other words, not only directs 

Christians to obey, honor, and pray for civil magis-

trates but also counsels a self-governing people -- 

who are both the governed and the source of 

political authority -- to pray that they will exercise 

their civic responsibilities and conduct public busi-

ness in a righteous manner. Christians should also 

be a prophetic voice for righteous government, 

advocating policies consistent with biblical stand-

ards and selecting virtuous and effective rulers. 
 

The Demands of Biblical Citizenship 
 

Christians, at times, find the demands of biblical 

citizenship challenging. It is difficult to pray for 

political leaders who have a dissolute character, 

mock righteousness and the fear of God, lack the 

skills and temperament essential for public service, 

have a casual relationship with the truth, are taint-

ed by public corruption, and advocate principles 

and policies incompatible with biblical standards. 

The presidential contests of 1800 and 1804, more 

than most elections in American history, provoked 

consternation and controversy among Christians 

regarding how best to model biblical citizenship in 

the electoral process. The leading candidate and 

eventual victor in the campaigns, Thomas Jeffer-

son, was regarded by many as an infidel or even an 

atheist who repudiated the essential doctrines of 

Christianity (including the divine origins and au-

thority of Scripture) and allied himself with 

avowed enemies of Christianity (that is, French 

revolutionaries). 

 

Some pious citizens were so concerned about 

Jefferson that, according to eyewitness reports, 

when they heard he had been elected president in 

early 1801, they buried their family Bibles or hid 

them in wells because they expected the new 

administration in Washington to confiscate and 

burn the Scriptures. 

 

Many in the church saw around them a society in 

moral decline. Some perceived evidence of this 

declension when, in the days before the 1804 

election, the sitting vice president of the United 

States shot and killed a former Secretary of the 

Treasury. 
 

An Election Day Prayer 
 

Every election is a momentous event in the life of 

a political community. A few days before the elec-

tion of 1804, a columnist wrote a brief meditation, 

entitled "A Solemn Thought," which was published 

in a New York newspaper and republished in 

other influential periodicals. Drawing attention to 

the awesome responsibilities of biblical citizenship, 

the anonymous writer implored his compatriots 

to pray earnestly when exercising their right to 

vote. He urged his fellow citizens to pray the fol-

lowing before entering the voting booth on elec-

tion day: 

 

Almighty God and heavenly Father. I am called, in 

thy providence, to transact this day a business 

with which thy glory, and the welfare of mankind, 

are intimately connected. Be pleased, most gra-

ciously, to counsel and direct me. Remove far 

from me all passion, prejudice, and selfish views. 

May he for whom I vote be approved of thee, and 

be made instrumental in advancing the kingdom of 

him who hath loved me and given himself for me. 

Enable me by thy holy spirit so to act as to have 

the testimony of a good conscience, and find ac-

ceptance with thee through the merits of my 

blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

The writer then recommended that voters offer 

up the following supplication after casting their 

ballots: 

 

Most merciful God. Accept my sincere endeavor 

to serve thee. Follow with thy blessing what I have 

done in thy name. Keep my country under thy 

holy protection. May those whom thou settest 

over it, be such as fear thee and hate covetous-

ness [Ex. 18:21]. Pour out thy holy spirit upon all 

conditions of men. And hasten the time when the 

kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms 

of our Lord, and of his Christ. 

 

In a closing benediction, an editor added: "Happy 

is that people, whose God is the Lord [Ps. 

144:15]." 

 

These prayers from two centuries past remind 

Americans, as they head to the polls this Tuesday, 

of the solemn responsibilities of citizenship and 

invite Christians to seek divine guidance in casting 

their ballots. 

 

This post was adapted from Reading the Bible with the 

Founding Fathers, from Oxford University Press. 
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December  2020   
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

We are on the web at www.anglicanchurchofsaintnicholas.org 
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S. Nicholas Bishop 

of Myra 

HC 7 PM   

4 PM 13th Celebra-

tion of St. Nicholas 

 

Bishop Marsh Visit 

HC  SN   9:15 AM    

Conception of the 

Blessed  

Virgin Mary 

HC 7 PM    

HC  SN   9:15 AM   

 

John of the 

Cross—Poet 

HC 7 PM    

 

HC  SN   9:15 AM   

The Holy  

Innocents 

HC 7 PM 

CHRISTMAS 

EVE 

HC  10 PM 

CHRISTMAS 

DAY 

HC 9 AM  

HC  SN   9:15 AM   

NEW YEARS EVE 

NO MASS    

       


