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 A SAINT FOR OUR TIMES 

GEORGE 
ROMAN SOLDIER & EARLY CHURCH MARTYR   April 23, 303 

Very little is known about Saint 

George's life, but it is thought he was 

a Roman officer of Greek descent 

from Cappadocia who was martyred 

in one of the pre-Constantinian per-

secutions. Beyond this, early sources 

give conflicting information.  

 

There are two main versions of the 

legend, a Greek and a Latin version, 

which can both be traced to the 5th 

or 6th century. The saint's venera-

tion dates to the 5th century with 

some certainty, and possibly still to 

the 4th. The addition of the dragon 

legend dates to the 11th century.  
 

Greek version 
 

The most complete version of the 

fifth-century Greek text survives in a 

translation into Syriac from about 

600. From text fragments preserved 

in the British Library a translation 

into English was published in 1925.  

In the Greek tradition, George was 

born to Greek Christian parents, in 

Cappadocia. His father died for the 

faith when George was fourteen, and 

his mother returned with George to 

her homeland of Syria Palaestina. A 

few years later, George's mother 

died. George travelled to the eastern 

imperial capital, Nicomedia, where 

he joined the Roman army. George 

was persecuted by one Dadianus. In 

later versions of the Greek legend, 

this name is rationalised to Diocle-

tian, and George's martyrdom is 

placed in the Diocletian persecution 

of AD 303. George was executed by 

decapitation before Nicomedia's city 

wall, on 23 April 303. A witness of 

his suffering convinced Empress 

Alexandra of Rome to become a 

Christian as well, so she joined 

George in martyrdom. His body was 

returned to Lydda for burial, where 

Christians soon came to honour him 

as a martyr. 
 

Saint George Killing the Drag-

on, 1434/35, by Bernat Martorell 
 

The tradition tells that a fierce drag-

on was causing panic at the city of 

Silene, Libya, at the time Saint 

George arrived there. In order to 

prevent the dragon from devastating 

people from the city, they gave two 

sheep each day to the dragon, but 

when the sheep were not enough 

they were forced to sacrifice humans 

instead of the two sheep. The human 

to be sacrificed was elected by the 

city's own people and that time the 

king's daughter was chosen to be 

sacrificed but no one was willing to 

take her place. Saint George saved 

the girl by slaying the dragon with a 

lance. The king was so grateful that 

he offered him treasures as a reward 

for saving his daughter's life, but Saint 

George refused it and instead he 

gave these to the poor. The people 

of the city were so amazed at what 

they had witnessed that they became 

Christians and were all baptized. 
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 HOLY WEEK CALENDAR 

SUNDAY    APR. 5 
 

9:15 AM LITURGY 

OF THE PALMS 
WITH STRINGS 
 

THURS       APR. 9 
 

6 PM PARISH SUPPER 
 

7 PM HC AND 

STRIPPING OF THE 
ALTAR 

FRIDAY     APR. 10 
 

7 PM GOOD FRIDAY 

SERVICE WITH 
RESERVED SACRA-
MENT 

SATUR      APR. 11 
 

10 AM   CLEANSING 

OF VESSELS, ALTAR 
AND  ALTARWARE 

SUN        APR. 12 
 

9:15 AM   EASTER 

SERVICE OF HC 

WITH BRASS 



10 Things You Should Know about Anglicanism 

10 Things You Should Know about 

Anglicanism 
 

February 25, 2020 

by: Gerald R. McDermott PhD 

 
1. It didn’t start with the divorce of Henry 

VIII. 

 

Actually, it started in the very first centuries of 

Christianity when Romans settled Britain and 

Christians came as soldiers, administrators and 

traders. The first mention we have of English 

Christianity comes from Tertullian who wrote 

in 200 AD that “parts of England were con-

quered by Christ.” 

      Very soon, Christians in Britain developed 

their own way of worshiping the triune God, 

involving attention to the beauty of the created 

world and missions. The Celtic church in Eng-

land differed with Rome over many points of 

worship, and in the fourteenth century Oxford 

priest, John Wycliffe, called the pope “a poison-

ous weed” and denied transubstantiation. All of 

these differences with the Roman church were 

centuries before Henry VIII. 

 

2. By the fourteenth Century, England 

had developed a distinctive spirituality. 

 

It was rooted in the synthesis of doctrine and 

prayer taught by two Christian greats: Augus-

tine of Hippo—the great theologian whose 

Confessions are an extended prayer—and Ben-

edict of Nursia, whose monasteries modeled 

the Christian life as work amidst liturgical pray-

er. By the fourteenth century, English Christian-

ity had long been influenced by both Augustine’s 

“pessimistic” emphasis on sin and Benedict’s 

“optimistic” stress on joy in common life. 

 

3. Anglicanism is not just for the English 

or for Americans. 

 

Today the majority of Anglicans are in Africa 

and other regions of the Global South. Each 
province uses its own culture to worship God 

with the Book of Common Prayer and the or-

thodoxy of the Thirty-Nine Articles. 

 

4. There are more Anglicans in church on 

Sunday morning in Nigeria than in all the 

British Isles and North America com-

bined. 

 

5. With a membership of about 85 mil-

lion, Anglicanism is the third-largest 

Christian communion in the world, after 

the Roman Catholic Church and the East-

ern Orthodox Church. 

 

6. Anglicans consider their way to be a via 

media. 

 

This means the “middle way” between Roman 

Catholicism and Protestantism. They think they 

have the best of both—the worship of the cath-

olic tradition of the undivided Church of the 

first millennium, plus the emphasis on preaching 

and justification by faith from the Reformation. 

 

7. The Anglican Book of Common Prayer 

is widely regarded as the most beautiful 

worship in the English language. 

 

The “sombrely magnificent prose” (Eamon 

Duffy) of the Book of Common Prayer has at-

tracted legions of admirers all around the 

world. It reflects the liturgical genius of Thomas 

Cranmer, but it also provides moderns access 

to the worship of the early church. Cranmer, 

and the many other hands that produced the 

Book of Common Prayer, were adapting a basic 

catholic pattern of worship derived from the 

first few centuries of the Church that then de-

veloped over the course of the Middle Ages. 

 

8. Anglicans worship not only with liturgy 

(ordered prayer that changes every Sun-

day of the seasons of the church year), 

but also with sacraments. 

 

These are the two Dominical (commanded by 

the Dominus, or Lord, of the Church, Jesus) 

sacraments of baptism and Eucharist, and the 

five “sacraments of the church”—confirmation, 

Holy Orders, marriage, absolution, and healing 

of the sick. 

 

9. Anglicans believe that in the Eucharist, 

they receive the real body and blood of 

the risen Christ. 
 

This differs with the Catholic view of transub-

stantiation, which holds that the substance of 

the bread and wine are changed so that they are 

no longer bread and wine. Anglicans believe the 

bread and wine remain as bread and wine, but 

that in a mysterious way, the body and blood of 

Christ are also conveyed through the sacra-

ment. 

 

10. While Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) 

was the English Reformation’s greatest 

liturgist, Richard Hooker (1554-1600) is 

widely regarded as its greatest theologi-

an. 

 

His Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity are a compre-

hensive treatment of life and worship on the via 

media. 

 

Gerald R. McDermott (PhD, University of Iowa) is a 

renowned Jonathan Edwards scholar and an Angli-

can priest. He serves as the Anglican Chair of Divini-

ty at Beeson Divinity School and is the author and 

editor of more than twenty books. 
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April 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

  TAI CHI 7PM 

 LENTEN JOURNEY 

7PM TAI CHI 7PM 

STATIONS  

OF THE CROSS 

7PM  

 

PALM  

SUNDAY 

HC   SN   9:15AM  TOPS 5:30 PM TAI CHI 7PM  

6 PM  
PARISH SUPPER 

HC 

MAUNDY  

THURSDAY 

7PM 

HC 

GOOD  

FRIDAY 

7PM  

EASTER 

 SUNDAY 

HC  SN   9:15 AM TOPS 5:30 PM TAI CHI 7PM 

HC 

DIETRICH  

BONHOEFFER 

7PM TAI CHI 7PM   

HC  SN   9:15 AM TOPS 5:30 PM TAI CHI 7PM 

HC 

S. GEORGE OF 

ENGLAND 

7PM TAI CHI 7PM L  

HC  SN   9:15 AM TOPS 5:30 PM  TAI CHI 7PM 

HC 

S. MARK EVAN-

GELIST 

7PM TAI CHI 7PM   


